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oemle purges of castor oil, followed by laudanum, is the most "-eneral treatment 
pursuea m tins country; but care must be taken to’give s.XieSt doses at nroner 
Modyne S a“ n ni"ht t ' rfh Crum P e !“Served, is too often the ease, “to ghu^an 
Whenfts nffinne'’• h h eases and composes the patient, and in the mornin- 
ten its efficacy is worn out, and the tortures of the complaint a<min return fn 

?n“pu°r™Xe a ' !n wtne b fh f0re F r °- ed f ec,ua1 ' ,0 ha ™ bourse to some “rriia“ 
he°»?t“e^ ™‘ n -r th r 1 ? lcs ! ines have become ulcerated, opium may freelv 
tm^Vor lRm P alliatu ' e - , In the lhird volume of the Medical aild Physical Jmtr 
Which k! 800 ’ a PP eared a >v»er addressed to John Pearson, from Wfr Howta 
He speaks of opium combined with nitrons acid as a specific for dvsenterv 
He prescribes, with unvarying success, acid nit. 3ij; opii, |r Jj; aqum p^ 5 ^ 
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of which he recommends a teaspoonful two or three times a day, with any liquid. 
—Ibid. 

13. On Opium in Tetanus, and some other Spasmodic Diseases. By G. G. Sig- 
mond M. D.—In tetanus, opium has been administered in enormous doses, and it 
is generally acknowledged that more benefit has been the result of this than of 
any other remedy. In this disease opium has been given to the amount of a 
scruple every hour, and a drachm as a night dose; and there has been found in 
the stomach, upon examination after death, sulhcienl to have killed the patient it 
lie had recovered from the disease. In an early volume of the Medical and 
Physical Journal Mr. Cole relatas a successfully treated case of tetanus, in which 
he °ave thirty grains of pure opium, which is equivalent to 000 drops ol pure 
lauSanum, in twenty-four hours. Mursinne, of Berlin, has treated this subject 
very well; he prefers giving the drug in small doses, placing his patient in a 
warm bath, which evidently increases the activity of the opiate, which he prefers 
employing in the liquid form, at repeated intervals, giving larger doses gradually. 
Mr. Jenkinson, of the Manchester Infirmary , Mr. Bouttlower, of Salford, and Mr. 
Ward, Surgeon to the Manchester Infirmary, wrote very ably some time since on 
opiate frictions in tetanus; with this remedy they had been eminently successful. 
Mr. Ward’s observations on the effects of opium, applied internally, are remark- 
ably practical and judicious. In the early volumes of the periodical to which I 
have alluded, you will find a series of very useful dissertations by Mr. Ward, on 
the modus operandi of opium; they occupied a {Treat deal of attention at the time 
they were published: the subject is, as I have elsewhere observed, very interest¬ 
ing, but very difficult of solution. Dupuytren has taught us to give, with decid¬ 
edly good effect, opium in that species of delirium trauinaticum which is so 
closely allied to delirium tremens, and which often follows very violent injuries. 
If the opium be suddenly discontinued, a relapse of the delirium, accompanied 
with most Extraordinary depression, is the result. I must refer you to a very in¬ 
teresting case, under the judicious management of Mr. Ctesar Hawkins, at St. 
George’s Hospital , where, from fracture of the neck of the thigh-bone, delirium 
traumaticum occurred; it is narrated in the Mcdico-Chirurgical Renew for Feb¬ 
ruary, 18*29, and is well worthy your attentive perusal. In the greater number 
of the diseases which are classed under the head of spasmi, opium is very ser¬ 
viceable, but the effects are transitory, seldom terminating in cure; it is, there¬ 
fore, employed only as a palliative. Thus, in chorea it affords temporary relief, 
but as more active remedial agents arc known to us it is rarely employed. Opiate 
frictions in spasmodic diseases are frequently of most decided use; a drachm of 
finely powdered opium with a pound of axunge, or half an ounce of tincture of 
opium with the yolk of an egg, or with two drachms of oil, or v, ith soap liniment, 
will be found most serviceable. . . , 

In Duncan’s Annals of Medicine will be found a translation of Dr. Chiangc s 
practice in tetanus, in hydrophobia, in epilepsy, and likewise in paroxysms of the 
most furious mania, and in diabetes. Many cases are recorded of similar success 
by many British practitioners in various of these diseases. Opium, in true spas¬ 
modic colic, is a judicious remedy. Where this disease, however, is combined 
with inflammation, it is hurtful. A few drops of laudanum (from fifteen to thirty! 
in casto. oil, in the earlier stage, will act as a charm; and also in that sudden and 
excruciating colic which results from the taking of cold drinks, or ice, whilst the 
system is heated; and in this case a large dose is absolutely necessary.— Ibid. 

14. On Opium, in Epilepsy. By G. G. Sigmond, M. D.—In epilepsy, where no 
plethora exists, and where pain occurs, opium may prove serviceable; still we 
nave not many cases on record which have been thus cured. Dr. Darwin tells 
us, that in two cases in which it occurred during sleep, a grain of the drug given 
at bed-lime for some months removed the disease. De Haen relates, also, a case 
in which epilepsy, occurring during the night in a boy of six years of age, was 
cured by commencing with small doses, and gradually increasing it. Duchesne 
called opium a specific, but it has not obtained that character generally; indeed, 
it lias been rather the subject of theoretical reasoning in this complaint than of 
practical experiment. Its external application has been of service. Portal at¬ 
tended a young lady who was daily attacked by very severe epileptic fits; the}* 



